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Qverseas drivers

S

lead second leg

WITH veteran overseas driver

By ALFRED ARAUJO

s occupying the top four positions as the second

leg of the Safari Rally got under way eorly yesterday (Soturday) morning, it
seemed as if local crews would have to pull a few rabbits out of the hat if one

of their number is to win it.

Sweden’s Bjorn Waldegaard,
world rally champion last
year, nursed his battered and
mud-splattered G erm an
Porsche 911SC "car into the
Kenya capital on Friday night
having built up a commanding
lead at the end of the first
leg of the gruelling rally.

Waldegaard, driving with coun- -

tryman Hans Thorszelius as na-
vigator, completed fhe 1.830-km.
(1.123-mile) first les with a loss
of 153 penalty points.

Waldegaard, who won last
year’s Safari Rally with Thors-
zelins, was drawn jn fifth startine
position this year and did much
of the front-running since the
five-dav rally began cn Thursday
afternoon.

Overseas crews held the first
four vositions at the end of the
first leg. .

Sixtv-eight cars, some of them
piloted bv the world’s leading
rallyists, started the rally.

YURN TO PAGE ¢

*

Offi-

AFRICAN CREWS
STILL IN RUNNING

THE first African crew: t0
check in at the Nairobi control
on Friday night was car No. 41
driven by Mohamed Noor and
Mohamed Din, followed by
car No. 51, driven by Harry
Thuku and Jamie Fernandez,
who checked in at exactly
9 p.m.

Placed 28th on the road. Thuku
said the entire route was rough
but not very bad. iIe said their
Datsun 160J had no mechanical
problems and was doing verv
well- He said this year's Safari
appeared to be the wettest as
every part of the first leg apart
from the Lake Baringo area bad
been wet and muddy.

Noor and Din said they were
confident of finishing the route.

By DAVID KARIUKI
and KUL BHUSHAN

The only mechanical hitch the
two drivers had was a clutch
problem which developed near
Butere.

Zully Rhemtully
Jivani in car No. {5, a Datsun
160J, said they were very
disappointed with the decision to
re-route the cars. “The oilicials
ought to have thought of the
change earlier to avoid the hurri-
ed alteration of the earlier route
plan,” Zully said.

Vic Preston Jr. drove with a
broken. shock absorber ir his
Porsche 911SC for inore than 109
kilometres just before Eldoret.
This cost him his second position

TURN TO PAGE 4

and Nizar

TOP LEFT: It hos turned out to be the Harambee Safari alright. Stone-
throwing incidents have been limited end spectators have proved only too
willing to pitch in and help. Here car No. 49, driven by S. S. Kalsi and M. S.
Gohil, gets a push across a flooded section neer Kisumu. ABOVE: Car No. 19,
driven by Kenyon drivers Davinder Singh and Ashok Bhalle, sends e spray of
water spurting in ell directions as it “‘swims’’ through the first leg.
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Waldegaard in lead

FROM PAGE 1

cials at Rally headquarters on
Friday night said they expected
at least 40 cars to start the second

leg of the 5,000-km. (3,000-mile)
event.
Waldegaard, wnhc came in

shortly after 7 p.m., was followed
into Nairobi a few minutes later by
Finnish driver Timo Makinen,
driving with France’s Jean Todt
in a Peugeot 504 Coupe.

Makinen, with a loss of 198 pe-
nalty points at Nairobi, was lying
in fourth spot on the points chart.

Drivers pick up one penalty
point for every minute of lateness
in reporting at a control point;
the route is. studded with more
than 100 control points.

Rally officials conceded that the
first leg had proved g carkiller;
heavy rainfall and flashfloods

converted dirt trails into swirling
mudbaths, They said they had been
forced to cut out some sections
of the route to avoid cars getting
swept away while fording flooding
rivers. _

Rally chairman Bharat Bhar-
dwaj said that one stream had dev-
eloped into a raging seven-foot
torrent virtually overnight.

At least three African crews
were among the “second leggers”,
who left Nairobj at two minute
internal from 6 a.m. on '_Saturday
in the order they came in.

Mud proved to be the undoing
of the German Mercedes works
team: two of their cars — one

driven by three-time Safari win--

ner Joginder Singh and the other
by “Flying Scotsman” = Andrew
Cowan — were forced o pull out
after gefting bogged down in knee-
high mud ang developing engine
{rouble.

1

" ALL HANDS TO THE WHEEL: The Mercedes-Benz 280E of Polish ace

Sobieslav Zaseda is pushed out of a flooded river near Songhor on Friday.
: Ancther rally car wisely waits its turn. .

Both were driving Mercedes-
Benz 280E cars. Their withdrawal
left Polish ace Sobieslav Zasada,
partnered by countryman Bkazey -
Krupa, driving another Mercedes
still in the race.

Zasada told newsmen in Nairobi
on Friday night: “I knew I would
be driving a car in this rally . ..
but I never thought I would be
in a submarine.”

Eye-witnesses had  reported
earlier that Zasada had crossed
one swollen river “totally sub-
merged”’,

The drivers had an overnight
rest stop in Nairobi before leav-
ing on the second leg, which will
take them south to Mombasa via
the Taita Hills and then north
back to Nairobi.

Rally officials said the second
leg — the event is being staged
over three legs with rest-stops
between each — promised to be
as wet as fhe first.

Bhardwaj commented: “We are -

watching the situation closely . . .
we don’t want cars to be swept
away. The route will be changed
if need be.”

@l denotes car retired:

?

CHRIS Bates, driving a Datsun 16
Safari Rally chairman Bhorat B!

Duco

AWORLD RENOWNEDI.C.I. AUTO PAINT

Shankland
“in trouble

FROM PAGE i

in the rally and dropped him
down to sixth spot as other cars
overtook him on the tarmac run
back to Nairobi.

After meeting his service crew
Preston, driving with John Lyall,
repaired his shock absorber. But
the lead had been forfeifed.

The big surprise at the end of
the first leg was the performance
by Tony Fowkes of Britain in his

ercedes Benz 280E, which had
moved in to the top ten af the
start of the second leg.

A battle for team  honours
appeared to be  developing
between Datsuns and Peugesis. -

Three Datsuns, driven Dby
Aaltonen, Mehta and XKallstrom,
were breathing down the necks of
the three Peugeots, driven by
Makinen, Lampinen and Nicholas.

Safari_officials were looking at
the possibility on Friday night of

cutting out the section of {he
road near  Malindi and _ the

“Crocodile Camp” in Tsavc Last.

Referring to the second leg, one
driver said: “We are going io
swim all the way. All we need is
speed boats, not cars.”

Bert Shankland in his Peugeot
504 came into Nairobi without
gears and experiencing gelector
trouble in the car’s gearbox. Y

Safari officials were happy
about the performance of Hans'
Peter Reudin and his co-driver,
Eckhart, in a C6lt Lancer. This
crew, in car No. 20, were the best
privateers fo emerge at the end
of the first leg,

“hey were lying in 15ti spot.

0J with Mike Kirkland (car No. 29), chats to
hardwaj at the end of the fivst leg in Nairobi on
Friday night. :

THE top 10 positions on points at the end of the first leg in Nairobi:

1. Bjorn Waldegaard and Hans Thorszelius, both Sweden, Porsche 911SC (No. 5), 153.
2. Rouno Acltenen (Finlend) and Lofty Drews (Kenya), Detsun 160J (Neo. 6), 196.
Harry Kallstrom and Claes Billstam (both Sweden), Datsun 160J (No. 7), 196.
4. Timo Makinen (Finland) and Jean Todt (France), Peugeot 504 Coupe (No. 1), 198.
" 5. Shekher Mehta and Mike Doughty (both Kenya), Datsun 160J (No. 11), 201.

6. Jean Pierre Nicholas and Jean Claude Lefebvre (both France), Peugeot
7: Vic Preston Jr. and John Lyell (both Kenys), Porsche 911SC (No. 14), 210.

504 Coupe (No. 4), 204.

8. Simo Lampinen (Finland) and Henry Liddon (Britain), Peugeot 504 Coupe (No. 3), 217.
9. Zully Rhemtulle and Nizar Jivani (both Tanzania), Datsun 160J, (Ne. 135), 234.
10 Tony Fowkes (Britain) end Kieus Kaiser (Denmark), Mercedes-Benz 280E (No.12), 287.




