nir undred and sixty points now stand to
¢ credit of Bernurd Darniche In the
wropean Championship after his Intest
m, an the Polish Rally. His nearest rival
i Vatanen has 2 lowly score of 170 whilst
her challengers have considerably fewer
. The Chardonnet team have satistied
en thelr own demanding standards and
we nnuounced that now it Is time for g
lidny before preparations begin for the
wmr de France in September, Darniche
4 Mahe have now won elght internation-
championship rallies this year with their
it blue Lancia Stratos, )
Spenish driver Antonic Zanin finished
ond for the second year romning, whilst
rd place went to g surprising entry, the
echoslovakian Skoda of Vaclay Blahna,
deb naturally won the (G2 category and
mally won five of the S0-odd special
e,

he group one category went to the
igian entered Opel Kadett GT/E of Guy
lsoul who was eventually awarded sixth
iee overall after some confusion about
fie thmes at the end,

‘ot many rallies can claim to be celebrating their
} anmiversary these days, but this is just one of
w typical surprises that will greet an enthusinst
ving in Poland, Apart from s few relatively minor
blems, most of which only manifested themselves
4 8t the finish, the rally was very well run:
yther surprise was the computer-produced results
plied at the finigh, although this excellent service
not readily compensate for the inaccurate supply
saults during the event.

he rally this year started at 10em on Friday
ning and proceeded almost non-stop until 10pm
irdey evening. There was one one-hour and one
-hour halt, but this apart it was an unrelenting
ggle for any competitor who suffered any form of
ble with his car.

he stages themselves were mainly asphalt, and
ral were faster than many would have preferred,
the main challenge came from the weather, With
arkable fickloness the weather would change
1 bright sunlight to heavy rain, and back again
in minutes. There were many accidents dug
iy to the alippery surfaces.

ost of the stages were repeated many times which
itated training, Darniche, the current master of

fuick practice, spent two days although he was g *

confused by the lack of sccurste mapn and could
make notes of all the stages. The nearest stage
about one hour away from Wroclaw, the rally
v but the furthest stage wan less than two, The
ial danger of rallying in Poland are the trees that
the roads. These are completely unyielding and
car that leaves the road and hits one is due for
serious accident,

irlier thin year there had been a fatality on a
wenl event for this reason, and on this rally there
another. The rally wag held in the south-western
m near the borders with Czechostovakia, in hilly
rery beautiful countryside.

wndche ‘tiptoes” across the very alippery Sowotka main street during the “Spead toxt.” The team are now aff on holiday Before preparations begin for the Tour de France. .

oliday time
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ENTRY

Around 100 entries were received, Factory entries
came from SEAT (two 124 Especialg) for Zanini und

Canellas, three Skoda 130RS (plus two othars from

the Barum team), the Russian Lada and Moskvich
cars, three Polski-Fiats 125P and one 126P (entered in
the 600cc G2 class, a real scourge for the Trabants!)
and the Wartburgs, but perhaps the strongest chal-
lengers were the other cars, like the semi-official
Stratos of Darniche, the private Stratos of Jar-
vszewicz, the RS1800 (David Sutton built) of Spanish
driver Beny Fernandez and the private Eastern
European cars, Of these the two Poles Blazej Krupa
and Jerzy Landsberg, who this vear have been
rallying in various countries in Europe, East anc
West, were the most experienced. Krupa fad &
Renault 5 Alpine and Landsberg a 17 Gordini.
h [

RALLY et

Trying to follow the events on a rally like the Pdlish is
somewhat problematicall There came stories of
amazing adventures, some of which were true and
others false. Immediately came rumours that Jar-
oszewicz had crashed. This seemed to have been a
confusion, He had had an accident during training (he
was showing the Polski-Fiat 126P driver how to drive
at speed when he himself went off the road!) but
surely the Polish Langia man could mot have de-
stroyed two Stratos within a week? The wreckage was
removed as quickly as possible, so nobody could say
whether the damage was sbricus or not, but it quickly
became evident that he had retired through an
accident.

Then came stories of more. Frenchmen Andre
Kempf/Roland $pitz had gone off the road in their
Ascona and needed an ambulance, then later the
Bulgarian, Boris Radickov, left the road in hig Lada,
hit & tree and sadly no ambulance would be able to
give him any help. With all these stories circulating
the rally office at Wroclaw, anything might well be
true.

Who was leading? Before Darniche's time had
been correcied it seemed that Jaroszewicz had been
ahead and after that Fernandez, but later it seomed
that after the second stage Darniche was in fact
pulling ahend sreadily, Fernsndez was certainly going
well, he was shead of the two team-SEATs, whilst
Servia was in miseries with fuel pump problems.
Stasis Brundga with his very racy looking Lada was in
no better shape. He hiad a broken float chamber
which led to misfiring and eventually 8 backfire which
set fire to the engine compartment.

We talked afterwards to this Russian rally master
and asked how many of these super looking Ladas
there were. “As.many as | want”, he replied. How
many actually exist? “‘Actually two at the moment!"

After 12 stages the rally came to a town called

_ Bowotka. Here there was 4 ‘speed test’, wivich in

reality was a race around a 3km loop in the town
itself. It began to rain, but nevertheless the 40,000
spectators stayed rigidly to their vantage points
through it all. Darniche arrived firse and had the best

of the conditions. Gradually the surface becamne more
slippery. From here the rally headed south again and
into the night, Damiche was pow safely ahead,
leading Fernandex by 24 minutes, Then came Zanini,
Canelles, Blshnn and the first Polish driver,
Landsberg. ]

. The best Polski-Flat, Stswowiak, was seventh but
20on he was going to be in ms. A rear caliper
broke and in tarn the whoel #tuds snapped as well, It
was a long and difficult job W change the halfshaft.
Then when this was sorted o6t he hed aiternator
failure and hed to drive the
supply of batteries changsd at svary service point /)

Then : Landsbeérg had sven worse problems. i
mrrived at 8 on stage 21, braked—and the
pedal weni to the floor. e was committed to going
off the road and the car wen badly damaged. His
second rafly running (the other being the Antibes)
had ended when be had erashod thanks to the same
problem. o

Just after dawn the cam arrived back in Wroclaw
for a short break belore the restert. Subject to various
errors being resolved, the
Darniche 11587.8, 7, i
12159.1, Blahna 12858.3, Havel (Skoda) 12631.0,
Krups (the bust Pols) 12666.3, Canellas 12755,4 and
Vovkowsez (a Russian with a Lada) at 12766.6.

The paitern of the firet half was 1o be repeated.
Rain, sun, rain, sun. Fernandez's car sounded a little
sick at the stant of stage 33 nod then it did not appear
at the end of 34. Eventuslly came the news that the
unlucky Spanisrd had in fact gone off the road and
was out, Zantni was up to second, once again with
only & Stratos uhead. Canéllas was in problems with
missing second snd third gears, and tinally fourth
went as well. Not anly this but the organisers seemed
to have found things to affect him, There was & report
that his exhaust had broken. 100 points were awarded
against him. Aguilers, the team’s sorvice manager,
reminded.the organisers that this wag a scrutineering
penalty, and that the scrutineers had said that boté} .
the team’s cars were good. No 8o, 100 points. PE

Then, another blow! A one-minute time contrbi
penalty. “Please may we see the time card, to check?
Ferrater says he lost no time at all” .

“No, you may not see it, penalty 60 points*,

More alter-event problems were to come. Havel
was no better off. Having restarted with part of the
front of his Skoda missing, he then had s deadshort in
the electrics and had to retire, Colsoul moved up the
field, even though wow he was driving simply *50%'
Bad when the provisional results were anndunced he
was fifth. He appeared to have a real ‘flier’ on stage
37, where most of the penalties appeared to be a
jumble, but without warning, s fresh set of penalties
for'this stage were announced, afrer the prizegiving,
which put him back to sixth,

By general consent the Polish Rally, 1977 adition,
had been considersbly better than previous years,
and apart from the matter of handling, the results
were excellently run, Darpiche retumed to France
having virtually achieved hiy championship after only

seven months bad elapred,
MARTIN HOLMES

FTth Polleh Mally
RCR oot 4 round 28 7.0 July 1077
1, B. Darniche/A, Mahs (Lanois Srrtoe) 184584.8;
2,A. Taninly, Petieco (BEAT 124 B.p‘p.uuu 19814.1;
A, Vidlshna/L. Flavke (Skoda §30R; ) 10784.9;
4, B, Krupe/P. Mystkowski (Renauk B Alpine) 20568.9;
B, .J. Bevelinge/A. Jsanniard (Opsl Kacdett GT/E) 202701+
8, Guy Colaoul/Aduln Lopse (Opwl Kacaett QATE) 20208.6;

7, Balvador Cansliss/Danial Ferratyr (REAY 124 Espacial) 203068 4.
8, Jin Sedivyidin Jenecek (Shodm 130RB) 20410.4; 0 Sierglal
Vovkowiea Wikior  Moskowskl (Lada 21011) R0827.0, 10, Lao
Pavil/Ofdricn Gotte reld (Skods 130RE) 20888, 7,

BECH champlonehip: Darniche 400, Vetares 170; Brookes 120;
Coleman 118; Fernander 108; Pond 101: Zaoinl 84 Alwobalrmar 78
o .

Fagtest on magen: Deciishio 37, Blahne 5 Femandez, Zaninl and
Btavrawlak 4; Careling 2; Knipe 1.
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